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“There’s no racism in
Canada,” is a phrase

commonly used to describe
Canada’s tolerant and
pleasant nature, but a
string of hate crimes,

mass killings and racism
against ethnicities erodes

the nation’s
picture-perfect image."

(Arab News, 2022, para. 1)



"Global and regional
conflicts have been a

powerful force in shaping
our contemporary world

and identities."

"The development of
political institutions

is influenced by
economic, social,
ideological, and

geographic factors."

"Worldviews lead
to different

perspectives and
ideas about

developments in
Canadian society."

"Historical and
contemporary

injustices
challenge the
narrative and

identity of Canada
as an inclusive,
multicultural

society."

"There's no racism in canada.." 
addressing racism in the refugee

experience?

How tolerant is
Canada to
refugees?
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https://www.arabnews.com/node/2177736/world
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/hate-crimes-rising-islamophobia-belie/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_10_core.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_10_core.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_10_core.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_10_core.pdf
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     "Canada’s official government website states that diversity and inclusion

are cornerstones of Canadian identity, a source of social and economic

strength. The image of Canadians in the world’s eye is primarily positive,

warm, generous, polite, always saying please, thank you and sorry. The

London based Legatum Institute also listed the country as the most tolerant

in the world in 2015. However, a lurking darkness behind Canada’s gilded

image is slowly seeping into public view as discriminatory, Islamophobic,

anti-Semitic and racist acts are on the rise" (Arab News, 2022, para. 2).
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Inspire

Explore

Expand

Refugee couple say false accusation and systemic racism tore their family apart

(2022), news article published by CBC News.

Children of Syria: A Syrian family becomes a refugee family (2016), documentary

produced by PBS Learning Media [4 minutes]. 

What drives Islamophobia? American Muslims: Fact vs. fiction (2015),

documentary produced by PBS Learning Media [1 minute].

For more information about refugees and their challenges, see: 

"The exploration of text and story deepens our understanding of diverse, complex

ideas about identity, others, and the world" (British Columbia Ministry of Education,

2018, p. 2). 

"People understand text differently depending on their world views and

perspectives" (British Columbia Ministry of Education, 2018, p. 2). 

Language Arts Curricular Competencies 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2177736/world
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/hate-crimes-rising-islamophobia-belie/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2177736/world
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/refugee-couple-say/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/systemic-racism-walmart-incident-waterloo-regional-police-1.6417320
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/children-of-syria/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/what-drives-islamophobia/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/english-language-arts/en_english-language-arts_10_new-media.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/english-language-arts/en_english-language-arts_10_new-media.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzHSRxwOpIs


 ccej-sfu.ca




The Teaching Against Islamophobia series was developed with support from the Law
Foundation of BC and the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies at SFU.



This Idea Spark was developed by Tala Adlouni.
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