
Teachers G5-7

"Use Social Studies inquiry
processes and skills to — ask
questions; gather, interpret,

and analyze ideas; and
communicate findings and

decisions."

"Develop
a plan of
action to
address a
selected
problem
or issue."

"Construct
arguments

defending the
significance of

individuals/groups,
places, events, or

developments."

"Ask questions, corroborate
inferences, and draw conclusions
about the content and origins of
a variety of sources, including

mass media."

"Canada's first
Mosque is a woman's
story. It was the
vision of women" 
 (Storyhive, 2018).

Why is it important to
discuss the involvement

of Muslim women in
Canadian History?

What contributions
have muslim women
made in canada? 
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     Did you know Muslim women played an instrumental role in founding the first

mosque in Canada, al-Rashid mosque? In order to respond to the growing

Muslim community in Edmonton, Hilwie Hamdon proposed to build a mosque to

serve as a community centre and place of worship. Not only were Muslim

women integral in opening al-Rashid mosque, they also saved the mosque from

destruction (Storyhive, 2018). The stories of Muslim women are often excluded

within Muslim history in Canada, despite their incredible contributions and

dedication to their communities.  

The story of Canada's first mosque (2021),  produced by Historica Canada [7
minutes].

Secret Edmonton: Canada's First Mosque (2018), produced by Telus Storyhive.
[14 minutes].

To learn more about the role of Muslim women in founding the first mosque in
Canada:  

Students can "recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural
contexts, values, and perspectives in texts" (British Columbia Ministry of
Education, 2016, p. 10). 

"Recognize and appreciate how different features, forms, and genres of texts
reflect various purposes, audiences, and messages" (British Columbia Ministry of
Education, 2016, p. 10). 

Language Arts Curricular Competencies 

https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/canadas-first-mosque/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/canadas-first-mosque/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/the-story-of-canadas-first-mosque/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/canadas-first-mosque/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/6/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/6/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/6/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/6/core
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/6/core
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzHSRxwOpIs


 
ccej-sfu.ca
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