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"For centuries, jihad
has been associated in

the Christian West
with conquest... and
terrorism. It evokes

the same feeling that
Muslims and Jews have
when they hear the

word Crusade."
(Islamfyi, 2017, para. 1).

"Understanding
the diversity and

complexity of
cultural

expressions in
one culture

enhances our
understanding of

all cultures."

"The intentional
destruction of

peoples and their
cultures is not

inevitable, and such
attempts can be

disrupted and
resisted."

"Understanding how
political decisions

are made is
critical to being an

informed and
engaged citizen."

"Religion can
powerfully shape
social, political,

legal, and
environmental

values."

Have you ever wondered,
What does "jihad" even

really mean?

how do we combat
ignorance, and

foster informed
citizenship?
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https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/what-is-jihad/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_11_explorations-in-social-studies.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_11_explorations-in-social-studies.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_11_explorations-in-social-studies.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/social-studies/en_social-studies_11_explorations-in-social-studies.pdf
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     "Jihad is an Arabic word that simply means struggle. In a religious context, it

means sacred struggle for God. In the Islamic tradition, there are over 70 types of

jihad – the greatest one, according to a tradition from the Prophet Muhammad,

being the struggle against one’s own ego and vices.... Jihad also has a social

application – the struggle to enjoin good and oppose wrong; the struggle for social

and economic justice. So, the effort to fight poverty and its root causes, for

example, is jihad" (IslamFYI, 2017, para. 3).
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What is Jihad? (n.d.), lesson plan published by New Muslims. 

So, What Really is Jihad? (2019), news article published by The Conversation.

Misunderstood Terms and Practices (2022), magazine article published by

Learning for Justice. 

'Jihad': is not a dirty word (2017), news article published by The Washington Post.

For more information about Jihad, see: 

"Language shapes ideas and influences others" (British Columbia Ministry of

Education, 2018, p. 2).

Use "jihad" as an example for developing student understanding  of discourse (the

academic word for meaning in context) (British Columbia Ministry of Education,

2018). 

Developing our capacity to ask informed questions about what we hear, read, and

view expands our ability to be educated and engaged citizens (British Columbia

Ministry of Education, 2018). 

Language Arts Curricular Competencies 

https://islamfyi.princeton.edu/what-is-jihad/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/what-is-jihad/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/what-is-jihad/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/so-what-really-is-jihad/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/misunderstood-terms-and-practices/
https://ccej-sfu.ca/teaching/jihad-is-not-a-dirty-word/
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/english-language-arts/en_english-language-arts_11_literary-studies.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/english-language-arts/en_english-language-arts_11_literary-studies.pdf
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/11/literary-studies
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/curriculum/english-language-arts/en_english-language-arts_11_literary-studies.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzHSRxwOpIs
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The Teaching Against Islamophobia series was developed with support from the
Law Foundation of BC and the Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies at SFU.

This Idea Spark was developed by Tala Adlouni .
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